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Sénat – Palais du Luxembourg – 15 rue de Vaugirard - Paris 

 
 
 

Thursday 20th November 2008 
 
 
9 a.m. : Welcome speech by Gérard LARCHER, President of the French Senate. 
 
9.20 a.m. : Keynote speech by Michèle ALLIOT-MARIE, French Minister of Interior, Overseas, Local and 
Regional Authorities. 
 
 
MORNING : REFORMING THE TERRITORIAL ORGANISATION OF GOVERNMENT 
 
 
9.40 a.m. – 11.20 a.m. 
 

1 – What transformations for the municipality structure ?  

 

9.40 a.m. – 10 a.m. : 
 
Keynote speaker : Germany, Peter ALTMAIER, Parliamentary Secretary of State to the Federal 
Minister of Interior.  
 
Chair : Alfonso ZARDI (Italian), Head of the department of Local and Regional Democracy and 
good Governance. 

 
 

10 a.m. – 11.20 a.m. : ROUND TABLE (with 10 minutes for questions from the floor). The debate will 
continue online * 

 
- France : Bernadette MALGORN, Prefect, General Secretary of the Ministry of Interior, 

Overseas, Local and Regional Authorities. 
 
- Hungary : István BALAZS, General Director of the Ministry of Local Authorities. 

 
- United Kingdom : John LOUGHLIN, Professor at the University of Cardiff. 

 

- Netherlands : Auke VAN DER GOOT, Senior Advisor for the Ministry of Interior and Kingdom 
Relations of the Netherlands. 

 
- Denmark : Henning JENSEN, Mayor of Næstved, Member of the Committee of the Regions. 

 

 

F E A  C T 
 

European Forum on the Future of Local and Regional 
Authorities and Local Administration 
Forum Européen sur l’avenir de l’Administration et des Collectivités Territoriales 
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11.20 a.m. – 1 p.m.:  
 
2 – What functions for subordinated levels of central or regional governments? 

 
11.20 a.m. – 11.40 a.m. :  

 
Keynote speaker : Romania, Lucica MATEI, Professor at the National School for Political and 
Administrative Science, Dean of the Faculty of Public Administration. 
 
Chair : France, Daniel CANEPA, Prefect of the Ile-de-France region, President of the Association of 
prefects and senior civil servants of the Ministry of Interior, member of the committee for the local 
and regional authorities reform. 

 
 

11.40 a.m. – 1 p.m. : ROUND TABLE (with 10 minutes for questions from the floor). The debate will 

continue online * 
  

- Germany : Jürgen OSER, Deputy Director of cross-border and European affairs of Bade-
Württemberg. 

 

- Spain : Miguel SANCHEZ-MORON, Professor at the High School of Economics in Alcalá de 
Henares, Madrid. 

 
- Poland : Michal KULESZA, Professor at the University of Warsaw and former Minister of the Polish 

government responsible for the public administration reform. 
 

- Estonia : Karl LAAS, Deputy Secretary General for the Ministry of Interior. 
 
- Slovakia : Sylvia SLAVĆEVOA : General Secretary for the Ministry of Interior. 

 
 
 
AFTERNOON : LOCAL AND REGIONAL AUTHORITIES IN NATIONAL AND EU POLICIES 
 
 
3 p.m. – 4.40 p.m. 
 
3 – What place for local and regional authorities in the main collective functions? 

 

3 p.m. – 3.20 p.m. : 
 
Keynote speaker : Finland, Mari KIVINIEMI, Minister of Local and Regional Authorities and Public 
Administration. 
 
Chair : Germany, Helmut WOLLMANN, Professor Emeritus of Humboldt University in Berlin.  

 
 

3.20 p.m. – 4.40 p.m. : ROUND TABLE (with 10 minutes for questions from the floor). The debate will 
continue online * 

 
- Belgium : Michel PÂQUES, State Councillor, Professor at the University of Liege.  
 
- Sweden : Anders LIDSTRÖM, Professor at the University of Umeǻ.  

 
- Slovenia : Bostjan BREZOVNIK, Professor at the University of Maribor. 

 
- Luxembourg : Simonne BEISSEL, Lawyer, former Member of Parliament, vice-president of the 

Committee of the Regions, municipal adviser of the city of Luxembourg. 
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- Austria : Michael THALER, Professor at the University of Salzburg. 

 
- Malta : Henry FRENDO, Professor at the University of Malta. 

 
 
4.40 p.m. – 6.20 p.m. 
 
4 – What place for local and regional authorities in EU policies?  

 

4.40 p.m. – 5 p.m. 
 

Keynote speaker : France, Denis BADRÉ, senator, vice-president of the French delegation for the 
European Union.  
 
Chair : France, Gerard LONGUET, former minister, senator, member of the committee for the local 
and regional authorities reform.  

 
 

5 p.m. – 6.20 p.m.: ROUND TABLE (with 10 minutes for questions from the floor). The debate will 
continue online * 

 
- Ireland : Brendan O’KEEFFE (?) 

 
- Portugal : Pedro GONCALVES, Professor at the University of Coimbra. 

 
- Greece : Theodore FORTSAKIS, Professor at the University of Athens. 

 
- Latvia : Aivars DRAUDINS, Director of Local Administration Reform Department. 

 
- Poland : Marcin JABLONSKI, Marshal of the dietine of Voïévodie Lubuleska (Chairman of 

regional board). 
 

- Czech Republic : Lukáš VÁŇA, member of Legislative commission of Presidium of Association 
of Towns and Villages of the Czech Republic and external member of Public law working 
commission of Legislative Board of Czech Government. 

 
 
 

Friday 21st November 2008 
 
 
MORNING: LOCAL AND REGIONAL AUTHORITIES AND PUBLIC FINANCE 
 
 
9 a.m. – 10.40 a.m. 
 
5 – What are the effects of decentralisation on public finance? 

 

9 a.m. – 9.20 a.m. : 
 

Keynote speaker : Sweden, Dan ERICSSON, Secretary of State to the Minister of Local 
Administration and Financial Markets.  
 
Chair : Philippe MARINI (?), French Senator, Rapporteur-général to the financial commission of the 
French Senate. 
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9.20 a.m. – 10.40 a.m. : ROUND TABLE (with 10 minutes for questions from the floor). The debate will 

continue online * 
 

-    France : Edward JOSSA, General Director of Local Authorities for the Ministry of Interior, 
Overseas, Local and Regional Authorities, involving in the committee for the local and 
regional authorities’ reform. 

 
- Bulgaria : Valia GROZDANOVA (?), Director of Finance of Local Authorities Office for the 

Ministry of Finance. 
 

- Italy : Giancarlo POLA, Professor at the University of Ferrare. 
 
- France : Michel BOUVIER, Professor at the University of Pantheon-Sorbonne Paris I. 
 
- Czech Republic : Stanislav Kadecka, University teacher and external member of Public law 

working commission of Legislative Board of Czech Government. 
 

 
10.40 a.m. – 12.20 p.m. 
 
6 – Does decentralisation increase or reduce territorial inequalities?  

 
10.40 a.m. – 11 a.m. 

 
Keynote speaker : United-Kingdom, Peter A. WATT, Professor at the University of Birmingham. 
 
Chair : France, Michel DELEBARRE, former Minister of State, French Deputy, first Vice-president of 
the Committee of the Regions. 

 
 

11 a.m. – 12.20 p.m.: ROUND TABLE (with 10 minutes for questions from the floor). The debate will 
continue online* 

 
- Germany : Martin JUNKERNHEINRICH, Professor at the University of Münster. 
 
- Spain : Nuria BOSCH, Professor at the University of Barcelona. 

 
- Poland : Pawel SWANIEWICZ, Professor at the University of Warsaw. 

 
- France : Guy GILBERT, Professor at the Ecole Normale Supérieure of Cachan. 

 
- Italy : Pietro MARCOLINI, economist and OECD specialist, representative from the Marche 

Region. 
 
Closing speech: Alain MARLEIX, French Secretary of State for Interior and Local and Regional Authorities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* The Forum will continue online until the end of the French Presidency of the UE on the following website: 
https://obsdecentralisation.univ-paris1.fr/forum/ 

 
This event is organized with the participation of the Group of research on local authorities in Europe (GRALE). 
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